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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This non-final action is response to the Appeal Brief filed on 8/26/05. Prosecution has 
been reopened and new grounds of rejections are made. 

2. Claims 1-2 and 4-16 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2 and 5-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kobayashi (JP02003075527A) in view of Ran et aL (hereinafter Ran) (US Patent Number 
6,209,026 81). 

4. As to claim 1, Kobayashi teaches a navigation system for a vehicle (car-navigation 
system, [0002], [0004], problem to be solved, p. 4-5, [0015]) comprising: 

a text input means for entering a text of an electronic mail to be transmitted ([0037], 
[0017]); 

an extracting means for extracting a character string specifying a place from said text of 
said electronic mail inputted by said text input means ([0015], [0018], [0024], [0025], [0032]); 



Application/Control Number: 09/124,754 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2195 

an adding means for adding information to said electronic mail (embeds the position 
information), said information corresponding to said place (position information, etc.) specified 
by said extracted character string ([0022], [0032]-[0033])\ 

a text display means for displaying said text in said electronic mail (display in screen) 
([0012] 9 [0021]); 

Kobayashi is silent about a map display means for displaying map the information and a 
route guidance means for providing a route guidance wherein said route guidance means being 
provided with said map display means. However, Ran teaches a map display means for 
displaying map information with route maps (col. 7, line 4) and a route guidance means that 
provides point-to-point directions (col 7, lines 2-4, etc.) in a vehicle navigation system. Ran 
teaches that various sources such as an email/ in-vehicle navigation system collects/processes 
traveler information and means for displaying the information (col 1, lines 35-46, col 2, lines 
21-22). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Kobayashi and Ran because having a displaying means will allow the user 
to visually display information to the user such as maps (col 2, lines 4-8, etc.). 

5. As to claims 2, Ran teaches using a transmitter communication terminal for transmitting 
email and a receiver communication terminal for receiving email (col 1, lines 34-64). 
Kobayashi also teaches this limitation ([0012], [0032]). 

6. As to claim 5, Kobayashi teaches wherein said electronic mail is transmitted from a 
transmitter communication terminal (terminals 6a, 6b, or 6c, [0016]) via a communication center 
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(e-mail server, [0012]) to a receiver communication terminal (GPS server 22, [0016]), said 
transmitter communication terminal including said text input means, and a transmitting means 
for transmitting said electronic mail, said communication center including a receiving means for 
receiving said electronic mail from said transmitter communication terminal, said extracting 
means, said adding means, and a transmitting means for transmitting said electronic mail with 
said added information, said receiver communication terminal including a receiving means for 
receiving said electronic mail from said communication center. Ran also teaches this limitation 
with said text display means and said map means (col. 1, lines 35-46, col 2, lines 21-22, and 
Fig. 2). 

7. As to claim 6, Kobayashi teaches a navigation system for a vehicle comprising: 

a text input means for entering a text of an electronic mail to be transmitted ([0037], 
[0017]); 

a specifying means for specifying a place ([0022], [0032]-[0033])\ 

an adding means for adding information to said electronic mail (embeds the position 
information), said information corresponding to said specified place ([0022], [0032]-[0033])\ 

a text display means for displaying said text in said electronic mail ([0012], [0021]); 

wherein said electronic mail is transmitted from a transmitter communication terminal 
(terminals 6a, 6b, or 6c, [0016]) via a communication center (e-mail server, [0012]) to a receiver 
communication terminal (GPS server 22, [0016]), 
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said transmitter communication terminal including said text input means, said specifying 
means, said adding means, and a transmitting means for transmitting said electronic mail 
(terminals 6a, 6b, or 6c, [0016]), 

said communication center including a receiving means for receiving said electronic mail 
with said added information from said transmitter communication terminal, and a transmitting 
means for transmitting said electronic mail with said added information (e-mail server, [0012]), 
and 

said receiver communication terminal including a receiving means for receiving said 
electronic mail from said communication center, said text display means, and said map display 
means (GPS server 22, [0016]). 

8. Kobayashi is silent about a map display means for displaying map the information and a 
route guidance means for providing a route guidance wherein said route guidance means being 
provided with said map display means. However, Ran teaches a map display means for 
displaying map information with route maps (col 7, line 4) and a route guidance means that 
provides point-to-point directions (col 7, lines 2-4, etc.) in a vehicle navigation system. Ran 
teaches that various sources such as an email/ in-vehicle navigation system collects/processes 
traveler information and means for displaying the information (col 1, lines 35-46, col 2, lines 
21-22). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Kobayashi and Ran because having a displaying means will allow the user 
to visually display information to the user such as maps (col 2, lines 4-8, etc.). 
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9. As to claim 7, Kobayashi teaches comprising a map information to said transmitter, said 
map server being connected to said transmitter through a communication link (e-mail server, 
[0012J t GPS server 22, [0016], terminals 6a, 6b, or 6c, [0016]). 

10. As to claim 8, Kobayashi teaches wherein said transmitter further comprises a data 
storage means for providing map information to said transmitter (e-mail server, [0012], GPS 
server 22, [0016]). 

11. As to claim 9, Kobayashi ([0022], [0032]-[0033]) and Ran (col 7, lines 2-4) teaches 
wherein said electronic mail is transmitted from a communication center to a receiver 
communication terminal, 

said communication center including said text input means, said extracting means, said 
adding means, and a transmitting means for transmitting said electronic mail with said added 
information, said communication center being operated by said transmitter communication 
terminal through a communication link (Kobayashi: e-mail server, [0012], GPS server 22, 
[0016], terminals 6a, 6b, or 6c, [0016]), 

said receiver communication terminal including a receiving means for receiving said 
electronic mail from said communication center (Kobayashi: e-mail server, [0012], GPS server 
22, [0016], terminals 6a, 6b, or 6c, [0016]), said text display means , and said map display 
means. 
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12. As to claim 10, Kobayshi teaches wherein said electronic mail is transmitted from a 
transmitter communication terminal to a receiver communication terminal (e-mail server, 
[0012J t GPS server 22, [0016], terminals 6a, 6b, or 6c, [0016]), 

said transmitter communication terminal including said text input means, said extracting 
means, said adding means, and a transmitting means for transmitting said electronic mail with 
said added information ([0022], [0032]-[0033]), 

said receiver communication terminal including a receiving means for receiving said 
electronic mail through a communication link. 

13. Ran teaches said text display means, and said map display means (col. 7, lines 2-4). 

14. . As to claim 1 1, Kobayshi teaches a method for navigating a vehicle comprising the steps 
of: 

entering a text of an electronic mail to be transmitted ([0037], [0017]); 
extracting a character string to specify a place from said text of said electronic mail 
([0018], [0024]); 

adding information (embeds the position information) to said electronic mail, said 
information corresponding to said place specified by the extracted character string ([0022], 
[0032]-[0033])\ 

displaying said text in said electronic mail (display in screen) ([0012], [0021]); 

15. Kobayashi is silent about a map display means for displaying map the information and a 
route guidance means for providing a route guidance wherein said route guidance means being 
provided with said map display means. However, Ran teaches a map display means for 
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displaying map information with route maps (col. 7, line 4) and a route guidance means that 
provides point-to-point directions (col. 7, lines 2-4, etc.) in a vehicle navigation system. Ran 
teaches that various sources such as an email/ in-vehicle navigation system collects/processes 
traveler information and means for displaying the information (col 1, lines 35-46, col 2, lines 
21-22). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Kobayashi and Ran because having a displaying means will allow the user 
to visually display information to the user such as maps (col 2, lines 4-8, etc.). 

16. As to claim 12, Ran teaches further comprising the steps of transmitting said electronic 
mail; and receiving said electronic mail (see Fig 1). 

17. As to claim 13, Kobayashi teaches a computer readable medium containing program 
instructions for performing the steps comprising: 

extracting a character string specifying a place from a text of an electronic mail ([0018], 
[0024]); 

adding information to said electronic mail (embeds the position information), said 
information corresponding to said place specified by said extracted character string ([0022], 
[0032]-[0033]); 

. displaying said text in said electronic mail (display in screen) ([0012], [0021]); 

18. Kobayashi is silent about a map display means for displaying map the information and a 
route guidance means for providing a route guidance wherein said route guidance means being 
provided with said map display means. However, Ran teaches a map display means for 
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displaying map information with route maps (col 7, line 4) and a route guidance means that 
provides point-to-point directions (col 7, lines 2-4, etc.) in a vehicle navigation system. Ran 
teaches that various sources such as an email/ in-vehicle navigation system collects/processes 
traveler information and means for displaying the information (col 1, lines 35-46, col 2, lines 
21-22). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Kobayashi and Ran because having a displaying means will allow the user 
to visually display information to the user such as maps (col 2, lines 4-8, etc.). 

19. As to claim 14, Kobayashi teaches a navigation system for a vehicle comprising: 

a text input means for entering a text of an electronic mail to be transmitted ([0037], 
[0017]); 

a specifying means for specifying a place ([0022], [0032]-[0033])\ 
an adding means for adding information to said electronic mail (embeds the position 
information), said information corresponding to said place specified by said extracted character 
string ([0022], [0032]-[0033])\ 

a text display means for displaying said text in said electronic mail; 
Kobayashi is silent about a map display means for displaying map the information and a route 
guidance means for providing a route guidance wherein said route guidance means being 
provided with said map display means. However, Ran teaches a map display means for 
displaying map information with route maps (col 7, line 4) and a route guidance means that 
provides point-to-point directions (col 7, lines 2-4, etc.) in a vehicle navigation system. Ran 
teaches that various sources such as an email/ in-vehicle navigation system collects/processes 
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traveler information and means for displaying the information (col 1, lines 35-46, col 2, lines 
21-22). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine Kobayashi and Ran because having a displaying means will allow the user 
to visually display information to the user such as maps (col 2, lines 4-8, etc.). 

20. As to claim 15, Kobayashi teaches wherein said specifying means is an extracting means 
for extracting a character string to specify a place from said text inputted by said text input 
means ([0022], [0032]-[0033], [0018], [0024]). 

21. As to claim 16, Ran teaches the system of claim 2 wherein the transmitter communication 
terminal and the receiver communication terminal are mounted in a vehicle ("in-vehicle 
navigation device", col 6, line 34). 

22 Claims 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kobayashi 
(JP02003075527A) in view of Ran et al. (hereinafter Ran) (US Patent Number 6,209,026 
Bl), and further in view of DeLorme (US Patent Number 5,559,707). 

23. As to claim 4, Kobayashi teaches the information to be position information ([0026]) but 
fails to explicitly teach the information being coordinate data. However, DeLorme teaches the 
use of coordinate data (geographical coordinate system, col 3, lines 11-18). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the 
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feature of having the information including coordinate data so that the navigation system will 
receive the important geographic positions. 

Response to Arguments 
24. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but are now moot in view of the new 
grounds of rejections. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth Tang whose telephone number is (571) 272-3772. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM - 6:00PM, Every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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